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- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ■• 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

• If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 26 October 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[Sl This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [3 Claim(s) 1^8 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) IE Claim(s) 1-6 is/are allowed. 

6) C3 Claim(s) 7 and 8 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) M Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Pa P er No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5 ) U Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Reissue Applications 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the continuing obligation under 37 CFR 1 . 178(b), to timely 
apprise the Office of any prior or concurrent proceeding in which Patent No. 5,971,751 is or was 
involved. These proceedings would include interferences, reissues, reexaminations, and 
litigation. 

Applicant is further reminded of the continuing obligation under 37 CFR 1.56, to timely 
apprise the Office of any information which is material to patentability of the claims under 
consideration in this reissue application. 

These obligations rest with each individual associated with the filing and prosecution of 
this application for reissue. See also MPEP §§ 1404, 1442.01 and 1442.04. 

Response to Preliminary Amendment 

2. The preliminary amendment filed on 10/26/01 under 37 CFR 1 . 173 adding claims 7 and 8 
is acknowledged. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Buck (US~ 
# 4,850,854) in view of Mohr (US # 3,984,738) 

Buck discloses in Figure 3 a piezoelectric lighter substantially as described in applicant's 
claims 7 and 8 including a fuel tank (82), a gas ejecting tip (93) communicating with the fuel 
tank, a piezoelectric unit (92) having an ignition tip (78) connected thereto capable of producing 
a spare to ignite fuel released from the gas ejecting tip, and a thumb push cap (86) capable of 
activating the piezoelectric unit. Buck further discloses a pressure absorbing device 
(unnumbered spring to the right of pivot 84 in Fig. 3) that is positioned to engage an underside of 
the thumb push cap to impede movement of the cap and provide an upward force that would 
additional to any upward force provided by the piezoelectric unit. 

In regard to the limitation that the piezoelectric unit includes a mechanism for providing 
an upward force for urging the thumb push cap into an upper normal position, it is inherent that 
the plunger (91) of piezoelectric unit (92) of Buck would be urged upward by a mechanism 
internal to the piezoelectric unit as such a mechanism is necessary for the operation of the unit. 
Mohr is cited simply to provide a description of the structure and operation of a piezoelectric unit 
that is identical to the piezoelectric unit of Buck. Referring to Mohr, as is well understood the 
piezoelectric unit of a lighter includes an internal spring (111) that applies an upward returning 
force to plunger/actuating member (114) once the plunger/actuating member has been depressed 
to produce a spark (see Mohr, col. 3, lines 17-39). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1-6 are allowed. 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art does not 
teach or suggest the piezoelectric unit having the structure recited in applicant's claims 1-6 
including a pressure absorbing device that is held vertically between the thumb-push cap and the 
ceiling of the casing and is formed of a cylindrical rubber post and a coaxial elastic spring where 
this pressure absorbing is rigidly held to an interior surface of the thumb cap by a holding means 
and is supported by a receiving means located a cavity of the cap. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

7. This action is made non- final. A THREE month shortened statutory period for reply has 
been set. Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no 
event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) months from the mailing date of this 
communication. 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Zellweger et al, Frigiere, Ichikawa, GB 1 435 657 and GB 1 404 381 are included to 
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further show the state of the art concerning lighter structure. Yeh and Chen are included to show 
the state of the art concerning lighters including a pressure absorbing device in the form of a 
rubber post. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Examiner Josiah Cocks whose telephone number is 

(703) 305-0450. The examiner can normally be reached on weekdays from 7:30 AM to 5:00 

PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ira Lazarus, can be reached at (703) 308-1935. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0861 . 
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